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FOREWORD

Dear readers,

Education is not the learning of facts

but the training of the mind to think. So
claimed the famous German theoretical
physicist Albert Einstein, and although
it’s a statement from the past it has never
been more relevant as we encourage
critical thinking amongst UAE students in
preparation for the future.

The future will be an age of artificial
intelligence and industrial revolution.
There’s no doubt Al will bring disruption
to the job market but what robots can’t do
is imagine groundbreaking new products.
Robots can’t take on activities that involve
creativity, imagination, leadership and
original thought - and this is where today’s
youth must learn to excel.

Education is one of the pillars of
the UAE Centennial Plan 2071. At its
launch, Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime
Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai,
said: “Rapid changes requires us to
prepare future generations with new tools
and knowledge, and different skills that
enable them to succeed in a world that we
will be very different from the times we
live in today.”

Letting imaginations roam will lead to
all kinds of exciting innovations and young
people are already leading the way.

| was delighted to learn of the students
from UAE University who have created a
pocket-sized device - called Brailleye -
that instantly converts text into Braille.
The students’ prototype was on display at
the Think Science Fair in Dubai recently.
Turning their ingenious idea into a reality
is great step towards helping visually
impaired people in their everyday lives,
and is a prime example of how young
people can make a significant impact.
We'll delve deeper into the Think Science
Fair in a special feature next issue.

The past informs the future and
the UAE’s commitment to providing
progressive, world-class education stems
from the late Sheikh Zayed, founding
father of the nation. This issue - as part of
the Year of Zayed - we celebrate his vision
on the crucial role of education.

We should never stop learning so as we
spend time with family and friends during
the holy month of Ramadan, use the
opportunity to gain wisdom and knowledge
from older generations and encourage
young minds to soar.

Wishing you all a blessed Ramadan.

Jamal Bin Huwaireb
CEO of Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum Knowledge Foundation
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